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Telecom regulation
termed best in region

ISLAMABAD, June 15: Pali-
stan has a betver regulatory en-
vironment for mobile telecom-
munications than India, Indone-
sia, Sri Lanka and the Philip-
pines.

This has been revealed in the
results of the first Telecom Reg-
ulatory Environment (TRE) sur-
vey conducted in five Asian
countries, including Pakistan, by
8ri Lanka-based independent
telecom research organisation
. LIRNEasia.

. The results were presented at

a workshop on “Assessment of
Telecom Regulatory Environ-
ments” organised by the Paki-
stan Telecommunications Au-
thority (PTA) here on Thursday.

The workshop was inaugura-
ted by PTA Chairman Maj Gen
(Retd) Shahzada Alam Malik
and was attended hy semor ex-
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By Our Reporter

Speaking oa the occasion, the
FPTA chairman said independent
researchers like GESMA and LIR-
NEasia were a few pames that
motivated the regulators to per-
form even better every tme.

“The survey will give us in-
sight on our performance reflec-
ted in different areas of tele-use
in the country,” he said. The
PTA had provided level playing
field to all operators during the
course of liberalisation, he
claimed

“Now, there is competition in
every telecom service segment
in Pakistan, including fixed tel-
ephony, mobile cellular, pay-
phones, internet and other val-
ue-added services.”

He said the total teledensity
reached 43.44 per cent in May,
which was just 12percentl.n
Jume 2005. On average approxi-
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bile networks each month in
Pakistan, which is an exemplary
growth in relation to the popula-
tion of any country in the Asian
region.

He said that mobile penetration
reached 37.6 per cent at the end of
April 2007. Total mobile subscrib-

ers at the end of May 2007 crossed |

the 60.8 million mark. He said that
during the first three quarters of
200607, telecom sector attracted
US$ 14 hillion foreign direct in
vestment (FDI).

The results of the 2006 TRE
sutvey, carried out in India, In-
donesia, Pakistan, the Philip-
pines and Sri Lanka as part of a

‘multi-component study, provide

a useful diagnostic tool! for as-
sessing regulatory efficacy.
Overall, Pakistan scored particu-
larly well on market entry and
on the management of scarce re-
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First South Asian TRE survey
ﬁnds Pakistan performing better

ISLAMABAD—The first South

Asian Telecom Regulatory Envi--

ronment {TRE) Survey reveals that
Pakistan 1s performing better than
five other countries including India,
Indonesia, Sri Lanka and Philip-
pines, in regulatory environmeut fot
tmobile commymication: -

" The survey was conducted by Sti
Lanka based independent telecom re-
search orgaization LIRNEasia, The
results of the survey were revealed in

a “Workshop on Assessment of

: Telecom Regulatory Environments”

by Pakistan Telecommuni-

. cation Authority (PTA) here. -

Addressing the workshop Chair-
man PTA Maj. Gen. (Retd) Shahzada

Alam Malik said independent re-

searchers like GSMA Sc and

LIRNEasia are few names that moti-

vated the regulators to perform beiter.

He said PTA as provided level
playing field to ali the operators
during the course of liberalization.
“Now, there is competition in ev-
ery telecom service segment includ-
ing fixed telephony, mobile cellu-
lar, Payphones, Internet and other

" value added services,” he added.

He said that the total teledensity

“reached 43.44 percent in May 2007,

On average approximately 2.3 mil-
tion subscribers are being added on
cellutar mobile networks each
month in the country, he added.

He said thiat mobile penetration
reached 37.6 percent at the end of

- April 2007. Total mobile subscribers

at the end of May 2007 crossed the
60.8 million mark. He said that dur-
ing the first three quariers of 2006-

07, telecom sector attracted $1.4 bil-
lion FDL The results ofthe 20(}6 TRE

suivey were carried out in India, In-
donesia, Pakistan, Philippines and Sri
Lanka as part of a multi-component

“ study, says a press release.

Commenting on the results of the
survey, LIRNEasia Executive Direc-
tor and former Direetor General of
Telecommunications of Sri Lanka,

. Professor Rohan Samarajiva sadd“Pa-

kistan, which overtook both India and
Sri Lanka in basic telecom measures
within the Iast two years, demonstrates
that cotrect “big-bang” reforms.” He

. said it is transparent and broad market

enlry, as well as privatization, followed
by credible, effective implementation
by amotivated regulatory agency. On
mxsoccaswn,prmermonsweremde
by Executive Director LIRNE Asia
Rohan Samra Jiva, Joseph Wilson
from L.UMS, Harsha de Silva and

Tariq Sultan PG (CA) PTA—APP
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