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Narrative report on the achievements of the 2005-06 research program of LIRNEasia
LIRNEasia was founded in October 2004 as a non-profit legal entity, incorporated under the Companies Act of Sri Lanka.  Its mission is “to improve the lives of the people of Asia by facilitating their use of information and communication technologies; by catalyzing the reform of the laws, policies and regulations to enable those uses; by building Asia-based human capacity through research, training, consulting and advocacy.”  Lacking institutional funding, LIRNEasia began its work with three full-time professionals (from India and Sri Lanka), one part-time administrator and a team of researchers on assignment (a total of eight, from Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Nepal, and Sri Lanka).  The research program was reconfigured to address the immediate needs following the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami and the delay in finalization of the research grant but in the end, a majority of the projects were completed on schedule.     

At the end of the first cycle of funding by IDRC through the Danish Technical University/LIRNE.NET, LIRNEasia can claim considerable achievements.  Its 2005 research program centered on the World Dialogue on Regulation [WDR] theme of approaches to network extension has yielded substantive findings that have been well received by stakeholders and is being developed into a book,
 in addition to multiple journal articles (some already under review).
  LIRNEasia made a significant contribution, along with its sister organizations in Africa and Latin America, to the side events organized in conjunction with WSIS.  Its research findings have received news coverage in India, Indonesia and Sri Lanka.

The 2005 research program lays bare the policy and regulatory conditions necessary for the successful mobilization of ICTs to serve the needs of people in specific emerging-economy contexts.  The research has identified hitherto unknown aspects of telecom use by low-income users, analyzed various non-optimal, but best-available, workaround options to connect people to access networks in the context of dysfunctional policy, regulatory and market environments, and provided critiques of large scale policy and regulatory actions for building out backbone and access networks.     

Significant pressure is being exerted on the policy processes in multiple countries through media interventions and rapid response actions, among others.  Rapid response actions were undertaken in five countries, Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Nepal and Sri Lanka.  In India, the rapid response intervention
 and the draft findings of the research on the universal service fund and access deficit charges
 found a receptive audience in the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI),
 to the extent that little difference exists between LIRNEasia’s recommendations and TRAI’s recommendations to government and decisions on the same subjects.  

In March 2006, the Indonesian Minister issued a call for “revolutionary policies” if required to reduce leased-line prices in a statement that drew extensively from LIRNEasia research, as covered in the Indonesia news media.
  In Sri Lanka, the regulatory agency is in the final stages of drastically reducing license fees on WiFi, driven partly by news reports and other pressures generated by LIRNEasia’s work.
  The Sri Lankan Commission’s final decision on CDMA frequencies was more or less in line with LIRNEasia’s intervention.
  The introduction of CDMA has given rise to a spike in fixed telephony in Sri Lanka.
  The Nepal interventions have not yet had significant results, possibly because the political crisis is washing out other factors.  In Bangladesh, the rapid response intervention has changed the direction and tone of the debate on the undersea cable (including among civil society groups), though final decisions have not yet been made.

‘Disaster and ICTs’ as a research theme was added to LIRNEasia’s research program in the aftermath of the 2004 tsunami, assisted by IDRC.  Two completed research projects on ICT and disasters laid the groundwork for substantial policy impacts, publications and dissemination, and a CAD 500k grant from a tsunami-research fund at IDRC that is being implemented in association with several partners.  LIRNEasia also mobilized CIDA and World Bank funding for disaster-related research.  The biggest impact was in shifting Sri Lanka’s largest community-based organization, Sarvodaya, from a preoccupation with relief and recovery to active engagement with crucial issues of preparedness and warning, including a central role in the LIRNEasia-led consortium implementing the IDRC funded pilot project.
  LIRNEasia may have also contributed to the broad acceptance of an all-hazards (versus tsunami-specific) approach by around April 2005 and to the higher importance now being given to dam-related hazards within Sri Lanka and the issue of the ‘last-mile’ in disaster warning, internationally.
  

LIRNEasia conducted a successful training course for 36 persons from 18 countries in Singapore in September 2005 in partnership with a leading regulatory agency (Infocomm Development Authority) and a university in the region (Nanyang Technological University).
  The course also included a WDR Expert Forum that enabled the dissemination of research results to an influential audience and to obtain useful feedback on the research.  The highly appreciated (according to student evaluations) course is the prototype of an annual Asia-Pacific course on regulatory strategy, scheduled for February 26-March 1, 2007 in Singapore.  The scholarship-based support extended by IDRC allowed the participation of a broader range of participants, ranging from a Deputy Minister from Cambodia to a young female researcher from the Philippines.  Approximately one-third of the attendees were women, a high proportion for a telecom course.  The model of partnering with a leading regulatory agency and a university is likely to be adopted for future courses. 

A networking meeting for 30 researchers from 14 countries was held in Jakarta in October 2005 in partnership with the Indonesian Telecom Society, Mastel as a component of a larger program of knowledge mapping and related network building activities.  It was funded directly to LIRNEasia by PanAsiaNetworking, IDRC.  This meeting too had women making up approximately 1/3rd of the participants.  The research done for this activity led to the design of the CPRsouth [Communication Policy Research south] organization and its inaugural conference, scheduled for January 19-21, 2007 in Manila.   

Efforts to build partnerships with quality Asian universities with regional ambitions have been a priority since the beginning.  The many-faceted effort to partner with Nanyang Technological University in Singapore ended as a result of NTU being unable/unwilling to commit resources to ICT policy and regulatory issues of importance to emerging Asia (its interest was solely in Internet governance).  The focus is now on partnering with the National University of Singapore.  At lesser degrees of intensity, discussions were held with the Asian Institute of Technology and researchers in Thailand, university researchers in Taiwan China and researchers in the Philippines.          

Five news conferences were held in three countries; op-ed pieces were contributed to major newspapers in two countries; and significant media coverage was obtained in four countries.  The LIRNEasia website is now well over 100 Mb, is highly interactive and attracts quality traffic, shifting from a mostly Sri Lankan audience to a worldwide audience in October 2005. It is highly ranked in most Google searches that use related keywords.  The average number of unique visitors per day is now approaching 100; quarterly visitor and pageload numbers in 2006 Q1 have exceeded the aberrant, tsunami-driven highs of 2005 Q1.  
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Figure 1:  LIRNEasia website statistics from StatCounter.com

In its first year, LIRNEasia’s research program was funded primarily by IDRC through LIRNE.NET/Technical University of Denmark, with direct funding provided for a few projects by IDRC, CIDA and the World Bank.  Development activities, such as the submission of proposals (to the European Commission, infoDev of the World Bank, ICT Agency of Sri Lanka, IDRC, CIDA, etc.) and the building up of relations with universities were directly funded by LIRNEasia.   

The intellectual direction for the 2005 research program was provided by Professors William H. Melody and Rohan Samarajiva, with the day-to-day management being undertaken by a small team at LIRNEasia led by Rohan Samarajiva.  LIRNEasia’s activities as a non-profit entity incorporated under the Sri Lanka Companies Act are conducted under the supervision of a Board of Directors representing the public, private and non-profit sectors (in Sri Lanka, in the first instance), namely:

· Professor Rohan Samarajiva (Chairman and Executive Director, LIRNEasia)

· Dr Vinya Ariyaratne (Executive Director, Sarvodaya—non-profit)

· Mr H.M. Bandusena (Additional Director, Sri Lanka Institute for Development Administration—government)
 

· Mr Mervyn de Silva (Managing Director, Hayleys Engineering Solutions—private)

· Mr Luxman Siriwardene (Director of Programs, Pathfinder Foundation—non-profit)

· Ms Sithie Tiruchelvam (Managing Partner, Tiruchelvam Associates--private; Chair, Law and Society Trust—non-profit)

LIRNEasia 2005-2006 Research Cycle 

Dissemination Report by Sub-project
	Project title
	Strategies of the Poor/Shoestring

	Description
	A multi-country study of the use of telecom services by ‘financially constrained’ people (those with monthly incomes less than approx. USD 100, belonging to SEC B,C,D or E) in South Asia. Surveys conducted in India & Sri Lanka (2199); meta-analysis performed for Bangladesh



	Team
	Ayesha Zainudeen (team leader), Rohan Samarajiva, Ayoma Abeysuriya (TNS Lanka), Harsha de Silva, Divakar Goswami, Mariam Hameed, Tahani Iqbal, Malathy Knight-John, Sriganesh Lokanathan, Avanti Moonesinghe, Neluka Silva, Chanuka Wattegama, Prashanthi Weragoda

	Final report title
	· Telecom use on a Shoestring: Strategic use of telecom services by the financially constrained in South Asia (Version 2.1).  Under review by Telecommunications Policy.
· Telecom use on a Shoestring: Expenditure and perceptions of costs amongst the financially constrained (Version 2.2).  For LIRNE.NET/WDR book.
· Telecom use on a shoestring: The case of Bangladesh (Version 2.0)

	Dissemination (non-comprehensive list)
	· Catalyzing Change: Strategies to Achieve Connectivity and Convergence, 10th LIRNE.NET/LIRNEasia training course on telecom reform, 25-30 September 2005, The Elizabeth, Singapore

· WDR Expert Forum, 30 September 2005, The Elizabeth, Singapore

· LIRNEasia Networking Meeting, 2 October 2005, Jakarta Hilton, Indonesia

· Pro-Poor, Pro-Market ICT Policy and Regulation forum at the WSIS, 17 November 2005, Kram Center, Tunis, Tunisia [Presentation slides on attached CD] 
· Usable Knowledge for Growing the Sector: ICT Policy and Regulation Research from LIRNEasia, 19 December 2005, Galle Face Hotel, Colombo, Sri Lanka  

· Usable Knowledge for Growing the Sector: ICT Policy & Regulation Research from LIRNEasia, 6 March 2006, The Park Hotel, New Delhi, India

· Association for Progressive Communication (APC) Asia ICT Policy Consultation Meeting, 19-21 April 2006, Dhaka, Bangladesh
· APECTEL 33, 24 April 2006, Calgary, Canada

Component of LIRNEasia book

Included in LIRNE.NET/WDR book
NEWS RELEASE: Jaffnaites spend up to 12% of their monthly regular income on telecommunications
NEWS RELEASE: Low-income telephone users uncounted, but spending more than expected
NEWS RELEASE: telephone use on a shoestring in Sri Lanka and India –Men’s use of telephones no different from women’s



	Project title
	Asian Backbone Study

	Description
	The study seeks to understand why adequate network backbone may not be available, or adequate access to it may not be provided.  Based on this assessment, policy actions that can be taken to create the conditions for adequate supply of, and reasonable access to, backbone in a country are identified

	Team
	Harsha Vardhana Singh and Rohan Samarajiva.

	Report title
	Asian Backbone Study: A General Model Applied to India , DRAFT 1.7

	Dissemination (non-comprehensive list)
	· WDR Expert Forum, 30 September 2005, The Elizabeth, Singapore

· LIRNEasia Networking Meeting, 2 October 2005, Jakarta Hilton, Indonesia

· Pro-Poor, Pro-Market ICT Policy and Regulation forum at the WSIS, 17 November 2005, Kram Center, Tunis, Tunisia 

· Usable Knowledge for Growing the Sector: ICT Policy and Regulation Research from LIRNEasia, 19 December 2005, Galle Face Hotel, Colombo, Sri Lanka  

· Usable Knowledge for Growing the Sector: ICT Policy & Regulation Research from LIRNEasia, 6 March 2006, The Park Hotel, New Delhi, India [Presentation slides on attached CD]
Included in LIRNEasia book.


	Project Title
	Sector and Regulatory Performance Indicators Meeting and Related Research

	Description
	Preparatory work for the 2006-2007 WDR research cycle. Involved hosting of a workshop in New Delhi for Asian National Regulatory Authorities, National Statistical Offices, and operators in collaboration with the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI). The purpose was to engage discussion with stakeholders in the formulation of an accurate and standardized methodology for the computation of indicators of ICT sector and regulatory performance in the Asian context. This is required for an accurate comparative analysis of the regulatory and sector performance in ICTs.  Research on selected indicators, including the regulatory websites survey, commenced July 2005.

	Team
	Rohan Samarajiva, Prashanthi Weragoda, Chanuka Wattegama, Sriganesh Lokanathan, Divakar Goswami, Tahani Iqbal

	Output
	· Background document 
· Workshop for NRAs, NSOs and operators in New Delhi (March 1-3 2006)
· 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.lirneasia.net/wp-content/uploads/2006/05/Indicators_Report.pdf" 

Workshop report

· Preliminary Methodology for Comparisons of Mobile Tariffs (version 2.1)
· Benchmarking National Telecom Regulatory Authority Websites of the Asia-Pacific Region (Version 1.5). Short version under consideration by Telecom Policy

	Dissemination (non-comprehensive list): Benchmarking National Regulatory Authority Websites of the Asia-Pacific Region
	· Catalyzing Change:  Strategies to Achieve Connectivity and Convergence, 10th LIRNE.NET/LIRNEasia training course on telecom reform, 25-30 September 2005, The Elizabeth, Singapore

· WDR Expert Forum, 30 September 2005, The Elizabeth, Singapore

· LIRNEasia Networking Meeting, 2 October 2005, Jakarta Hilton, Indonesia

· Pro-Poor, Pro-Market ICT Policy and Regulation forum at the WSIS, 17 November 2005, Kram Center, Tunis, Tunisia 

· Usable Knowledge for Growing the Sector: ICT Policy and Regulation Research from LIRNEasia, 19 December 2005, Galle Face Hotel, Colombo, Sri Lanka  [Presentation slides on attached CD]
Included in LIRNE.NET/WDR book
NEWS RELEASE: Pakistan leads in providing regulatory services on-line



	Project Title
	Training Course

	Description
	Provision of scholarships to self-financed executive regulatory training course.

	Team 
	Rohan Samarajiva and Prashanthi Weragoda

	Final Report
	Course report posted on website and in CD; list scholarship awardees included in CD.  

	Financials
	Separate financial report for training course provided.  


	Project Title
	Disaster Warning

	Description
	The preparation of a concept paper for a national early warning system for Sri Lanka in the aftermath of the Indian Ocean Tsunami of December 2004. The Concept Paper provides recommendations for the parameters and specifications of a national early warning system appropriate for the country, with adequate regional and global linkages capable of conveying warning messages of any scale or type in the event of an impending hazard (all-hazards).  

The concept paper was developed in a participatory, consultative and transparent manner, and received much support from many groups in Sri Lankan society and the media.

	Team
	Rohan Samarajiva, Malathy Knight-John, Peter Anderson & Ayesha Zainudeen 

	Final Report Title
	(NEWS:SL) , a participatory concept paper for the design of an effective all-hazard public warning system (Version 2.1) | 
Annexes

	Dissemination (non-comprehensive list)
	· Expert Consultation (Jan 26 2005) to present initial ideas to experts and obtain feedback

· Presentation of Interim Concept Paper to meeting of business sector heads, convened by the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce (Feb 17 2005)

· Video news conference presenting Interim Concept Paper to the media (Feb 10 2005)

· Presentation of Final Concept Paper to the ‘Presidential Commission of Inquiry to Inquire into Matters Relating to the Conduct of Relevant State Institutions/Agencies Following the Natural Disasters which Occurred on 26 December 2004, and the Measures that Should be Taken to Improve Early Warning Mechanism for Natural Disasters and Thereby to Prevent or Mitigate Such Devastation’ (Feb 15 2005).

· Samarajiva, R. “What happened in Sri Lanka and why it won’t be so bad next time,” presentation at closing plenary of Pacific Telecom Council conference, Honolulu, Hawai’i, 19th January 2005.

· Samarajiva, R. M. Knight-John, P. Anderson & A. Zainudeen, National Early Warning System: Sri Lanka (NEWS:SL) , a participatory concept paper for the design of an effective all-hazard public warning system, version 2.1, http://www.lirneasia.net/2005/03/national-early-warning-system/ , 17 March 2005.

· Samarajiva, R.  Learning from the tsunami, Sri Lanka Institute of Directors Power Pages, 5(1), March 2005, cover story.  http://www.lirneasia.net/2005/02/learning-from-the-tsunami/ 

· Samarajiva, R.  “Moblizing information and communication technologies for effective disaster warning:  Lessons from the 2004 tsunami,” colloquium at Department of Communication, University of California, San Diego, 1 June 2005.

· Samarajiva, R.  “Mobilizing ICTs for early warning:  Lessons of the 2004 tsunami,” plenary presentation at the International Association for Media and Communication Research conference, Taipei, 26-28 July 2005.  http://www.lirneasia.net/2005/07/icts-and-early-warning/ 

· Samarajiva, R. Mobilizing information and communications technologies for effective disaster warning:  Lessons from the 2004 tsunami, New Media and Society (7(6), December 2005; 731-47. http://unpan1.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/APCITY/UNPAN022464.pdf.    Prepublication version:  http://www.lirneasia.net/2005/07/icts-and-early-warning/ 

· Samarajiva, R.  “Current Developments and Technical Challenges in Tsunami Warning Systems: Sri Lanka,” and “Current Technical Designs for Tsunami Warning Systems: Sri Lanka,” presentations at workshop on sensor-based networks for tsunami detection and warning sponsored by the US National Science Foundation, Maui, Hawai’i, 9-10 February 2006. http://www.lirneasia.net/2006/02/mapping-disaster-research/ 




	Project title
	Lessons of Network Diversification: Case study of Bangladesh

	Description
	Involves an attempt to examine and document particular sets of solutions that have emerged for the extension of telecommunications access to marginal customers in Bangladesh, under the Grameen Village Phone  program which has been successful in providing access to telecommunications to over 45 percent of the villages in Bangladesh.



	Team
	Malathy Knight-John (team leader), Ayesha Zainudeen and Abu Saeed Khan.

	Final report title
	An Investigation of the Replicability of a Microfinance Approach to Extending Telecommunications Access to Marginal Customers (Version 3.1)

	Dissemination (non-comprehensive list)
	· WDR Expert Forum, 30 September 2005, The Elizabeth, Singapore

· LIRNEasia Networking Meeting, 2 October 2005, Jakarta Hilton, Indonesia

· Pro-Poor, Pro-Market ICT Policy and Regulation forum at the WSIS, 17 November 2005, Kram Center, Tunis, Tunisia [Presentation slides on attached CD] 
· Usable Knowledge for Growing the Sector: ICT Policy and Regulation Research from LIRNEasia, 19 December 2005, Galle Face Hotel, Colombo, Sri Lanka  

· International Telecom Society Conferences, June 2006, Beijing.

Component of LIRNEasia
Included in LIRNE.NET/WDR book
NEWS RELEASE: Systematic use of telecom franchisees can help tap fortune at the bottom of the pyramid - Lessons from Grameen




	Project title
	Lessons of Network Diversification: Case study of India

	Description
	A review of the current subsidy mechanism for expansion of rural telephony in India, which is implemented by two instruments namely Access Deficit Charge (ADC) and the Universal Service Fund (USF). The focus of the study is analyses of the two subsidy instruments employed to extend coverage to the unconnected rural households in the context of the existing policy and regulatory framework.



	Team
	Harsha De Silva and Payal Malik

	Final report title
	Diversifying Network Participation: Study of India’s Universal Service Instruments 

	Dissemination (non-comprehensive list)
	· WDR Expert Forum, 30 September 2005, The Elizabeth, Singapore

· LIRNEasia Networking Meeting, 2 October 2005, Jakarta Hilton, Indonesia

· Pro-Poor, Pro-Market ICT Policy and Regulation forum at the WSIS, 17 November 2005, Kram Center, Tunis, Tunisia 

· Usable Knowledge for Growing the Sector: ICT Policy & Regulation Research from LIRNEasia, 19 December 2005, Galle Face Hotel, Colombo, Sri Lanka
· Usable Knowledge for Growing the Sector: ICT Policy & Regulation Research from LIRNEasia, 6 March 2006, The Park Hotel, New Delhi, India [Presentation slides on attached CD]
· International Telecom Society Conferences, June 2006, Beijing.

· Telecom Policy Research Conference, Fairfax VA, 29 September-1 October, 2006.

Component of LIRNEasia book
NEWS RELEASE: Indian Universal Service Fund experience shows that open access to backbone is precondition for effective use of subsidies that minimize market distortion




	Project title
	Lessons of Network Diversification: Case study of Indonesia

	Team
	Divakar Goswami (team leader) and Onno Purbo

	Final report title
	Wi-Fi “Innovation” in Indonesia: Working around Hostile Market and Regulatory Conditions (version 2.0)

	Dissemination (non-comprehensive list)
	· WDR Expert Forum, 30 September 2005, The Elizabeth, Singapore

· LIRNEasia Networking Meeting, 2 October 2005, Jakarta Hilton, Indonesia

· Pro-Poor, Pro-Market ICT Policy and Regulation forum at the WSIS, 17 November 2005, Kram Center, Tunis, Tunisia  
· Usable Knowledge for Growing the Sector: ICT Policy and Regulation Research from LIRNEasia, 19 December 2005, Galle Face Hotel, Colombo, Sri Lanka  

· Usable Knowledge for Growing the Sector: ICT Policy & Regulation Research from LIRNEasia, 6 March 2006, The Park Hotel, New Delhi, India [Presentation slides on attached CD]
· Access to knowledge conference at Yale Law School.  New Haven CT, 22 April 2006.  

· Research Planning Meeting of RIA!.  Dakar, Senegal, 2 June 2006. 

Component of LIRNEasia book

News Release: Full benefits of WiFi yet to be realized in Sri Lanka 

	Project title
	Lessons of Network Diversification: Case study of Nepal

	Description
	This study investigates conditions that need to be met in order to make smart subsidies successful in bridging access gaps in rural telecommunication services.  Nepal’s Eastern Development Region project is the case under study. 



	Team
	Harsha de Silva & Ratna K. Tuladhar

	Final report title
	Smart Subsidies: Getting the Conditions Right The experience of expanding rural telecoms in Nepal (Final Draft)

	Dissemination (non-comprehensive list)
	· WDR Expert Forum, 30 September 2005, The Elizabeth, Singapore

· LIRNEasia Networking Meeting, 2 October 2005, Jakarta Hilton, Indonesia

· Pro-Poor, Pro-Market ICT Policy and Regulation forum at the WSIS, 17 November 2005, Kram Center, Tunis, Tunisia 

· Usable Knowledge for Growing the Sector: ICT Policy and Regulation Research from LIRNEasia, 19 December 2005, Galle Face Hotel, Colombo, Sri Lanka  

· Usable Knowledge for Growing the Sector: ICT Policy & Regulation Research from LIRNEasia, 6 March 2006, The Park Hotel, New Delhi, India [Presentation slides on attached CD]
Component of LIRNEasia book

Included in LIRNE.NET/WDR book


	Project title
	Rapid Response Program (managed by LIRNE.NET)

	Description
	LIRNEasia makes quick responses to specific requests for training/advice by governments/entities in the region.  The response primarily takes the forms of a written submission (e.g., to a public consultation or to media) or a country visit that includes one or more presentations.

	Interventions made (all relevant reports and Presentation slides on attached CD)
	(a) Written submissions (e.g., to a public consultation or to media) 

· Response to Telecommunication Regulatory Requestor (TRC) consultancy paper on Realignment/allocation of Spectrum in the 800/900 MHz Band issued by the Telecommunication Regulatory Commission of Sri Lanka (October/November 2004) | Consultation document and link to LIRNEasia response 

· Response to Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) consultancy paper on rural telecommunication development in India (October 2004) http://lirne.net/live/content/view/72/26/ | Report on RR and Consultation document with LIRNEasia response 

(b) Country visits (includes one or more presentations)

· Provided assistance to High Level Committee for Information Technology (Nepal), on jump-starting Nepal’s e-government and reform processes (9-11 December 2004) http://lirne.net/live/content/view/76/26/ | Nepal RR Report
· Provided assistance to the Telecom Regulatory Body of Indonesia (BRTI; Badan Regulasi Telekom Indonesia) with activating process of asymmetric regulation in a multi-operator environment (8-11 March 2005) Presentations: Plenary presentation to BRTI Seminar audience of around 200, including Minister| Summative comments at end of session | Presentation on licensing to BRTI workshop
· Assistance to the Bangladesh Association of Software and Information Services (BASIS) in the form of an op-ed article in the Daily Star newspaper and a confidential advisory memo to Minister of Telecom immediately following a UNDP sponsored presentation on optimal utilization of the new submarine cable | Bangladesh Submarine Cable RR materials  



	Team
	Rohan Samarajiva


� 	With Social Science Research Council funding a meeting of authors was held in Bandarawela, Sri Lanka, in December 2005 to develop a focused book proposal.  On this basis, additional funds were obtained from IDRC.  Manuscript will be submitted to Sage India in September 2007.  





� 	Telecommunications Policy (2 under review) and Information Technology and International Development (two accepted).  A publication based on the disaster related research has already been published:  Samarajiva, R. (2005).  Mobilizing information and communications technologies for effective disaster warning:  Lessons from the 2004 tsunami, New Media and Society (7(6); 731-47. � HYPERLINK "http://nms.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/7/6/731" ��http://nms.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/7/6/731�.   Prepublication version:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.lirneasia.net/2005/07/icts-and-early-warning/" ��http://www.lirneasia.net/2005/07/icts-and-early-warning/�





� 	Due to budgetary and other constraints, news dissemination was not undertaken in Bangladesh and Nepal.  The only media coverage in Bangladesh came from an op-ed piece contributed as part of the rapid response program:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.thedailystar.net/2005/12/06/d512061501104.htm" ��http://www.thedailystar.net/2005/12/06/d512061501104.htm�   





� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.trai.gov.in/compiled%20comments1.pdf" ��http://www.trai.gov.in/compiled%20comments1.pdf� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.lirneasia.net/2004/12/rapid-response-trai-october-2004/" ��http://www.lirneasia.net/2004/12/rapid-response-trai-october-2004/� 





� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.lirneasia.net/2005/11/study-of-indian-universal-service-instruments/" ��http://www.lirneasia.net/2005/11/study-of-indian-universal-service-instruments/�





� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.expressindia.com/fullstory.php?newsid=63311" ��http://www.expressindia.com/fullstory.php?newsid=63311� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.regulateonline.org/content/view/594/32/" ��http://www.regulateonline.org/content/view/594/32/� 





� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.lirneasia.net/2005/10/findings-from-lirneasia-project-covered-by-indonesian-papers/" ��http://www.lirneasia.net/2005/10/findings-from-lirneasia-project-covered-by-indonesian-papers/� 





� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.lirneasia.net/2005/12/usable-knowledge-for-growing-the-sector/#comment-979" ��http://www.lirneasia.net/2005/12/usable-knowledge-for-growing-the-sector/#comment-979� 





� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.trc.gov.lk/pdf/r_3_prof.pdf" ��http://www.trc.gov.lk/pdf/r_3_prof.pdf� 





� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.lirneasia.net/2005/08/fixed-line-spike-in-sri-lanka/" ��http://www.lirneasia.net/2005/08/fixed-line-spike-in-sri-lanka/� 





� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.lirneasia.net/2005/12/bangladesh-to-be-connected-to-submarine-cable-next-week/" ��http://www.lirneasia.net/2005/12/bangladesh-to-be-connected-to-submarine-cable-next-week/�.  It is noteworthy that the Government of Bangladesh selected the Executive Director of LIRNEasia as its telecom policy advisor in March 2006.  Negotiations are underway. 


  


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.lirneasia.net/2005/10/waves-of-compassion-sarvodayas-tsunami-to-deshodaya-plan-after-six-months-of-action/" ��http://www.lirneasia.net/2005/10/waves-of-compassion-sarvodayas-tsunami-to-deshodaya-plan-after-six-months-of-action/�





� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.lirneasia.net/2005/03/lirneasia-recommendations-resonates-among-policymakers/" ��http://www.lirneasia.net/2005/03/lirneasia-recommendations-resonates-among-policymakers/� ; � HYPERLINK "http://www.lirneasia.net/2006/01/dam-safety-concept-paper-released/" ��http://www.lirneasia.net/2006/01/dam-safety-concept-paper-released/�;  � HYPERLINK "http://www.lirneasia.net/2006/03/clinton-on-the-last-mile-in-disaster-warning/" ��http://www.lirneasia.net/2006/03/clinton-on-the-last-mile-in-disaster-warning/�; � HYPERLINK "http://www.lirneasia.net/2006/08/forward-movement-on-dam-safety-in-sri-lanka/" ��http://www.lirneasia.net/2006/08/forward-movement-on-dam-safety-in-sri-lanka/�  





� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.lirneasia.net/2005/10/lirneasia-training-course-catalyzing-change-strategies-to-achieve-connectivity-and-convergence/" ��http://www.lirneasia.net/2005/10/lirneasia-training-course-catalyzing-change-strategies-to-achieve-connectivity-and-convergence/� 





� 	Affiliation in 2004-05.  Resigned from the Board in July 2006 because no longer with SLIDA
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