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                        ICT INFRASTRUCTURE IN EMERGING ASIA: Policy and Regulatory Roadblocks

                        Edited by Rohan Samarajiva & Ayesha Zainudeen

                        Published by SAGE Publications & IDRC , ISBN 978-0-7619-3673-2

                        
                        This edited volume, based on LIRNEasia ‘s 2004-2006 research program brings together scholars, practitioners, former regulators and policy makers to address the problem of expanding information and communication
                            technology (ICT) connectivity in emerging Asia. It centrally engages the widespread claim that technology by itself—independent of policy and regulatory reform—can improve access to ICTs. In doing so, it shows that
                            while complex workarounds are possible, they are significantly less effective than the appropriate policy and regulatory reforms.
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                        Author(s): Laurent Elder, Rohan Samarajiva, Alison Gillwald, and Hernán Galperin

                        
                            Information and communication have always opened opportunities for the poor to earn income, reduce isolation, and respond resiliently to emergencies. With mobile phone use exploding across the developing world, even marginalized communities are now benefiting from modern communication tools.

                        This book explores the impacts of this unprecedented technological change. Drawing on unique household surveys undertaken by research networks active in 38 developing countries, it helps to fill knowledge gaps about how the poor use information and communication technologies (ICTs). How have they benefited from mobile devices, computers, and the Internet? What insights can research provide to promote affordable access to ICTs, so that communities across the developing world can take advantage of the opportunities they offer?
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                            Sri Lanka needs policy reforms to align with evolving digital economy:  LIRNEasia Senior Research Manager Gayani Hurulle                        
                        
                            Gayani Hurulle, Senior Research Manager at LIRNEasia, recently discussed the challenges facing Sri Lanka’s digital economy in an interview with Yarl TV...                        

                    
	
                        
                            Exploring AI’s transformative potential: LIRNEasia launches ‘AI for Social Good’ workshop series                        
                        
                            LIRNEasia concluded its first workshop (30 March, 24’), its first and part of a larger series of initiatives on ‘Artificial Intelligence for Social Good’; intended to raise interest and awareness on the potential of AI to benefit society at large...                        

                    
	
                        
                            Launch of the FutureWORKS Collective at an inception workshop in Negombo                        
                        
                            The FutureWORKS Collective was officially launched at an inception workshop organised by the JustJobs Network on March 6-9, 2024 in Negombo, Sri Lanka...                        

                    
	
                        
                            LIRNEasia is hiring – Finance Officer                        
                        
                            LIRNEasia is currently looking to fill the role of a Finance Officer...                        

                    
	
                        
                            LIRNEasia study seeks solutions for adolescents vulnerable to information disorder                        
                        
                            In response to the alarming surge of information disorder affecting online platforms, LIRNEasia is exploring to provide evidence-based recommendations to policymakers on how best to equip Sri Lankan early adolescence with skills to navigate the digital world safely and responsibly...                        

                    
	
                        
                            LIRNEasia CEO Helani speaks at IPCIDE Annual Conference on State of India’s Digital Economy                        
                        
                            During the annual conference of the ICRIER Prosus Centre for Internet and Digital Economy (IPCIDE), which held in New Delhi on February 16, LIRNEasia CEO Helani Galpaya stressed on the need to address both demand and supply sides of internet use, advocating for education reform and digital literacy initiatives to bridge access gaps...                        

                    
	
                        
                            From any field to data science: Opportunities are open for all                        
                        
                            In a recent episode of “Samata IT” (IT for All) on Jathika Rupavahini, LIRNEasia’s Senior Research Manager and Data, Algorithm, and Policy Team Lead Merl Chandana shed light on the dynamic landscape of data science and how it offers ample opportunities for individuals from diverse backgrounds...                        

                    
	
                        
                            Proposals put forward to transform decades-old National Archives Law with LIRNEasia’s expertise                        
                        
                            In a significant move towards modernising archival governance and promoting data accessibility, a committee appointed by the Ministry of Buddhasasana, Religious, and Cultural Affairs, has been working on revising the National Archives Law No...                        
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